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BIRDS DESTHOY OERTATi I&SECTS A¥Y WEED SEEDS
AND ARE USERUL TO THE FARMER!

'What.a.Birdeats,Lérg y’Eetermiﬁes‘Whether 1t
Is Beneficial or n jurious Yo Humanity.
Lo

Washington, DiC. HOW birds which destroy
harmful insects and weed iseeds may be,h$gful to the farmer id dgw
scribed in a new ?armers!vBulletinﬁ(NOIjHSO) of the U, S, Depart«
ment of ‘Agricultule entitled, ¥Some Gomfidn Birde Useéfnl To $he
:Jeymers T The now PubIicatIon Has 27 pdges .Hnd 23 illustratjons

not coloézgi of the birds described. , It contains guch of the
informatjon included in one of fhe Depdrtment's former publica-
tions entitled, "Fifty Common Birds Of Farm and Orchard." The
Department'a supp&y of this latter pamphlet has been exhausted
and it ocan fow only be obtaified.from t ¢ Superintendent of pocu—
ments, Washington,; D.C4, where it is dold at 15 cents & copy: IV
contains nuTeroué ﬁolored iliustrations of the birde mentioned. .
The new bulletin, "Some. Common Birds Useful to the Farmer" will
be furrnished free to all applichnts by the Department.
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Whether a bird is beheficial or Injurious depends almost en-
tirely on what it eats, says the introduction to the new bu letin,
In the case of species Whigh are very abundant, or which feed to
some extent on the crops og the farmer} the question of their
average diet becomes one of supreme importance, and only by stom-
ach examination ocan it be satisfactorily solved. Field observa-
tions are at best but fragmentary and inconclusive and lead to no
final results. Birds are often accused of eating this or that

product of cultivation, when an examination of the stomachs shows

the accusation teo . be uafounded, Actordingly, the Bieclogieoal Sur- -

vey has conductsed for some years past a systemabtlc investigation
of the food of those species which are most common.about the farm
and garden.

Within certain limits birds eat the kind of food that is
most accessible, especially when their natural food is scarce or
wanting. Thus they sometimes injure the crops of the farmer who
has unintentionally destroyed their natural food in his improve-
ment of swamp or pasture. Most of the damage done by birdes and
complained of by farmers and fruit growers arises from this very
cause. The berry-bearing shrubs and seed-bearing weeds have been
cleared away, and the birdes have no recourse but to attack the
cultivated grain or fruit.which have replaced their natural food
supply. The great majority of land birds subsist upon insects
during the period of nesting and moulting, and also feed their
young upon them during the first few weeks. Many species live
almost entirely upon insects, taking vegetable food only when
other subsistence faile. t is thue evident that in the course
of a year birds destroy an incal¢ulable number of insects, and
1% is difficult to overestimate Phe value of their eervices in. .

réstrainings ¥hergrelt-Tile of” thyedt 1ife.

In winter, in the northein part of the country, inseots be-
dome gcarce or entirely disappear. Many species of birds, how-
ever, remain during the cold season and are able to maintain
life by eating vegetable food, as the seeds of weeds. Here again
is another useful function of birds in destroying these wesed
seede and thereby lessening the growth of the next year.

T TTT™hE new publication discusses the food habits of more than
50 birde belonging to 12 families. Many are eastern forme which
are represented in the Vest by slightly different species or
gubspecies, but unless the food habits differ they are not sep-
arately described Among the popular birdses included, are the

robin, bluebird, wren, brown thrasher, catbird, bobolink, oriole,

crow, cuockoo, and the American gparrow.
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